
[image: image1.png]Westbay Community Action
Helping People, Changing Lives.




Immediate Release

Media Contact: Liz Kelley, 401-732-4666 x113, lkelley@westbaycap.org
Westbay Community Action Receives Department of Corrections Award

 ‘Friend of the Corrections Department Award’ Given to Probation Program Initiative
WARWICK, R.I.–March 2, 2010–Westbay Community Action received the 2009 ‘Friend of the Corrections Department Award’ for an initiative launched last summer

in collaboration with the Kent County Adult Probation Office. Corrections Director Ashbel T. Wall presented the annual award to Westbay CEO Jeanne M. Gattegno, on behalf of Probation Program Director Paul Salera, and his staff, at a ceremony held on the prison grounds. Law enforcement and corrections officials are closely watching the early success of the program as a potential model for other counties to reduce recidivism with early intervention at time of release.

Westbay is the only Community Action Program (CAP) with a holistic approach working with this population, and has the key advantage of having an office located in Kent County Courthouse, staffed by a vocational coordinator and a case manager of intake. This access ensures that probationers receive referrals for essential low income support services, such as heating, rental and food assistance, medical, clothing and other basic needs, before leaving the courthouse. 


“It is crucial to provide practical transition tools and guidance at the time of release in addition to ongoing parole supervision,” said Jeanne M. Gattegno, president and CEO of Westbay Community Action. “Prison release studies have shown that probationers are most vulnerable to parole violations within the first three months of discharge. Providing the critical foundations for stability has minimized the odds of recidivism for a majority of the men and women in this program.”


According to Westbay Probation Program Director Paul Salera, there are at least 1,600 people on probation in Kent County at any given time. Westbay’s goal is to assist about 400 individuals, or 25% of the probationers, with case management and basic needs, and assist another 200 individuals, with vocational counseling, each year. 


In the few months since the program started, 128 of the 1,600 probationers received basic needs services and referrals. Another 90 received vocational counseling, including creating resumes, job searching, and referrals to GED and ESL programs. As of March 1, 2010, 20 of these 90 probationers obtained jobs with Westbay’s assistance.
-more-
 

The Probation Program is funded by a combination of 2009 Stimulus Funds, made available by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA); and Community

Services Block Grant (CSBG), a program that provides States and Native Americans, with funds to lessen poverty in their communities.

To learn more about Westbay Community Action and The Westbay Probation Program, visit our website at www.westbaycap.org or call 401-732-4660.

About Westbay Community Action

Under the leadership of President and CEO Jeanne M. Gattegno, the mission of Westbay Community Action, a 501(c) (3) corporation is to assist economically disadvantaged Kent County residents, and other Rhode Islanders, to achieve and sustain self-sufficiency and stability. Our mission was mandated by the sweeping legislation created by President Lyndon Johnson’s pledge to end poverty in this country through his “War on Poverty” pledge in 1964. 

Westbay practices this mission by connecting clients with programs and services here at our human services mall, and elsewhere in the community. Individuals and families learn to build economic self-sufficiency through education, life-skills training, counseling, and case management.

For more information about Westbay Community Action, please visit our website at www.westbaycap.org.
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