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Immediate Release

Media Contact: Liz Kelley, 401-732-4666 x113, lkelley@westbaycap.org
Westbay Community Action Named a ‘Local Hero’ by Edible Rhody Magazine
2010 Reader’s Choice Local Hero Award as Non-Profit Organization

Release Summary

· Westbay community garden received ‘The Edible Communities 2010 Reader’s Choice Local Hero Award as a Non-Profit Organization.’
· Westbay will appear in Edible Rhody spring issue with other category winners.

· For more information, visit http://www.westbaycap.org
WARWICK, R.I. – March 23, 2010–Spring sprung with more sparkle than usual for Westbay Community Action as it received ‘The Edible Communities 2010 Reader’s Choice Local Hero Award as a Non-Profit Organization.’ The award is for their community garden based at Warwick’s historic Barton Farm. Winners receive a certificate and will be included in the Edible Rhody magazine spring 2010 issue due out next week. The community garden is entering its fifth year supplying Westbay Marketplace food pantry and the social service’s dining programs with fresh produce. This season the garden is expanding to accommodate more varieties of vegetables, as well as fruits and flowers. The farm stand will sell pumpkins and cut flowers, in addition to any surplus produce, to support Westbay’s organic farming and nutrition education efforts. Last year’s yield of 10,000 pounds of vegetables fed 3,000 households. 

The Edible Rhody Local Hero Awards spring issue will be available next week. It will include photos and an interview with all of the winners in each category. The magazine can be found at The Ferns and Flowers Bistro in Warwick and Whole Foods Market at Garden City, as well as locations around the state. The magazine also posts on facebook, YouTube and twitter. 

“We are delighted by the enthusiastic votes from our supporters and grateful to Edible Rhody for their commitment to farmers and community gardens,” said Jeanne Gattegno, the CEO and president of Westbay Community Action. “This award comes as we build on our five years of farming and are poised to take the garden to the next level of our vision, which includes more educational activities and increasing sustainable practices.” 
To commemorate its fifth anniversary this year, the farm garden is planning an Earth Day clean up, and will be announcing a new partnership, educational and gardening initiatives, and community garden events in the weeks and months ahead.

–more–
About Westbay Community Action

Under the leadership of President and CEO Jeanne M. Gattegno, the mission of Westbay Community Action, a 501(c) (3) corporation is to assist economically disadvantaged Kent County residents, and other Rhode Islanders, to achieve and sustain self-sufficiency and stability. Our mission was mandated by the sweeping legislation created by President Lyndon Johnson’s pledge to end poverty in this country through his “War on Poverty” pledge in 1964. 
Westbay practices this mission by connecting clients with programs and services here at our human services mall, and elsewhere in the community. Individuals and families learn to build economic self-sufficiency through education, life-skills training, counseling, and case management.

For more information about Westbay Community Action, please visit our website at www.westbaycap.org.

About Edible Rhody
Edible Rhody celebrates local food, season by season, and tells the stories of the farmers, fishers, chefs, winemakers and food artisans who work and live in Rhode Island. Each quarterly issue of Edible Rhody brings you stunning photos and fascinating articles about the best of Rhode Island's bounty, with its 1,200 active farms and 450 miles of exquisite New England shoreline. Edible Rhody highlights Rhode Island’s unique culinary heritage as well as the people, the places, and the food that make the Ocean State an edible hot spot.

To learn more about The Edible Communities, visit www.ediblecommunities.com.
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