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The mission of Westbay Community Action is to assist economically disadvantaged residents of Kent County, and other Rhode Island communities, achieve and sustain self-sufficiency and stability. Our mission was born of the sweeping legislation created by President Lyndon Baines Johnson, soon after his pledge in 1964 to end poverty in this country by waging a “war on poverty."

Johnson’s Great Society and the war on poverty became the umbrella names for the numerous programs that were created in the early 1960s to fulfill Johnson's pledge. Many of these initiatives remain in force today, such as food stamps, Head Start, Medicare, Medicaid, Work Study and Job Corps. 

In 1966, the federal government created and funded Community Action Programs to mobilize local resources and engage disenfranchised residents of the community in the decision making process ‘at the ‘ground level.’

Westbay remains committed to this mandate by connecting clients with programs and services here at our Warwick, Rhode Island Human Services Mall, and elsewhere in the community. Individuals and families learn to build economic self-sufficiency through education, life-skills training, counseling, and case management.

Forty-four years later, we are a staff of 80 professionals, plus many dedicated volunteers, located in three large buildings on one block, with two satellite offices. Rather than outliving our mandate, our services have been in greater demand than ever.
The last two years have been the worst economically in this country since before we came into existence. Without the food, fuel and rental assistance we provide, thousands of people, including the elderly, children and working poor, would not have adequate nourishment or a roof over their heads. 
In addition to our basic services, we provide kindergarten and pre-school education for children and GED classes for adults, with a vocational studies component. We are enlisting technology to develop a long distance learning program, with college level courses. 
Guided by an entrepreneurial spirit, Westbay recently created a probation program that is receiving rave reviews by participants and correctional officials, and our community garden is entering its fifth year supplying seasonal fresh fruits and vegetables to our food pantry, senior dining program, Children’s Center and farm stand, while helping to preserve an historic farm.  
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